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2, A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 


He that ne’er learns his A, B, C, 
For ever will a Blockhead be ; 
But he that learns these Letters fair 
Shall have a Coach to take the Air. 
— From the New England Primer 


' 
ee ee 


90008 Stands for 
“Bs 
8400 BEARD, Thomas 


He was the first shoemaker to come to 
America from England, arriving, it is stated, 
on the Mayflower’s second voyage 1n 1629. 
He brought a supply of hides with him and 
settled in Salem, Mass., where he plied his 
trade and prospered. 


BEVERLY, Massachusetts 

A city twenty miles from Boston where is 
situated the great factory of the United 
Shoe Machinery Company. 

BLAKE, Lyman R. 

Born see 24, 1835; died, 1883. 
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A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 3 


Most of us, even we common folks, have different shoes for 
different occasions. It’s better for our feet, and better for our 
heads, as it lifts our self-respect. When you change your shoes 


you change your mind. 
| — Elbert Hubbard 


He invented in 1858 a machine which sewed 
thesoles of shoes tothe uppers. It was financed 
andimproved by Gordon McKay and became 
known as the McKay sewing machine. The 
first machines were introduced in the factory 
of William Porter & Sons, Lynn, Mass., in 
1861 or 1862, and were run by foot power. 
This invention, probably more than any 
other, is responsible for revolutionizing the 
manufacture of shoes. 


BOOT 
A covering for the foot and lower part of 
the leg, ordinarily made of leather. 


BOOT and SHOE INDUSTRY 


The fourth largest manufacturing industry in 
the United States. Over $225,000,000 is inv 
vested therein, over 200,000 wage earners are 
employed, the annual value of the manufac 
tured product is over $500,000,000, over 
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Wear other clothing, if you choose, 
That will scarcely hang together ; 
But your health depends on shoes 
Made of impenetrable leather. 
— Old Advertisement of a London Shoemaker 


1,000,000 pairs of boots and shoes being 
manufactured daily. 


BOSTON, Massachusetts 


The Hub of the Universe, the home of the 
sacred codfish and baked beans, the burial 
place of Mother Goose, and the greatest boot 
and shoe and leather mart in the United 
States, if not in the world. 

Founded in 1630. 


BREED, Ebenezer 

A prosperous Lynn shoe merchant of Rew 
olutionary days, who is credited with bring: 
ing about the establishment of the first prov 
tective tariff on shoes. He was the friend of 
statesmen, presidents, and kings, but died in 


poverty. 
BROCKTON, Massachusetts 
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A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 5 


Now for good lucke, cast an old shooe after me. 
— Heywood 


ture of men’s shoes. The value of the output 
in 1912 was $34,244,367. Brockton ranks 
second among the boot and shoe cities of the 
state. 


$°°*3 Stands for 
1, @ 
$468 CINDERELLA 


Anunhappy little girl whose lost slipper won 
for her a prince for a husband. 


COBBLER 


The olden-time maker and mender of shoes, 
now almost obsolete. He was guide, philo- 
sopher and friend to his neighbors, and a con- 
scientious craftsman. His shop was the local 
forum. 


» 
oy: Stands for 


@ ~ ® DAGYR, John Adam 
3608s 


A Welchman, he came to Lynn in 1750 from 
Essex, where he was famous as a shoemaker. 
He imported shoes from En — and France, 
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6 A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 


Make haste ; the better foot cine: 
— Shakespeare 


te tetetetetctetctetetetetetete ete totes 


dissected them and improved upon them. By 
the superiority of his craftsmanship and by 
assembling shoemakers to do collective work, 
he started Lynn on that city’s career as the 
leading shoe city of the world. 
DESTOUY, Au guste 

A New York mechanic, he invented in 1862 
a machine with a curved needle to sew turn 
shoes which was improved by Daniel Mills 
in 1869 and later still further perfected by 
Charles Goodyear. 

eee% Stands for 

e Ve] 

® eae. ESSEX COUNTY, Massachusetts 
Where is manufactured each year oneseventh 
of the footwear of the country. 


S22 Stands for 
@®H @ 
¢eeee FACTORY 


Ideal factory conditions and results are ex: 
a at the United Shoe Machinery Conv 
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Marry, because you have drank with the King 
And the King hath so graciously pledged you, 
You shall no more be called shoemakers ; 

But you and yours, to the world’s end, 

Shall be called the trade of the gentle craft. 


— George-a-Greene, Old Play, 1500 


Who is worse shod than the shoemaker’s wife ? 
— Heywood 


ings of reinforced concrete, two of them 1120 
feet long, with over 21 acres of floor space, 
and from 75% to go% of the wall space is 
devoted to windows. Over 100,000 cata’ 
logued machine parts are carried in stock 
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Over 24,000 machines and over 21,000,000 
parts of machines are shipped annually. 
FOOT 

The terminal part of the leg of man, without 


which there would be no boot and shoe inv 
dustry. 


HIE 
= G * Stands for 

* a . | 

¥ xxxxe, GOODYEAR, Charles 

A nephew of Charles Goodyear who discov- 
ered the process of vulcanizing rubber, he 
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8 A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 


Poor lone Hannah, 
Sitting at the window, binding shoes! 
Faded, wrinkled, 
Sitting, stitching, in a mournful muse! 
Bright-eyed beauty once was she, 
When the bloom was on the tree. 
Spring and Winter 
Hannah's at the window, binding shoes. 
— Hannah Binding Shoes, Lucy Larcom 


was an inventor and manufacturer. He 
adapted Destouy’s machine for sewing turn 
shoes to the sewing of welts, obtaining pat- 
ents in 1871 and 1875 which were the be- 
ginning of the now famous Goodyear welt 
system of manufacturing shoes. 

we Stands for 

* xt “HANNAH BINDING SHOES” 
Hannah was immortalized by Lucy Larcom 
in a ballad which in the opinion of many 
ranks with Hood’s « The Song of the Shirt”. 
She is typical of the many New England 


women who in the first half of the nine- 


teenth century laboriously sewed the uppers 
of shoes by hand. 

HAVERHILL, Massachusetts 

Haverhill leads the world in the manufacture 
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A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES Q 


‘* 1 could walk pretty well,’’ said Perseus, glancing slyly at 
his companion’s feet, *‘if I had only a pair of winged shoes.”” 
‘< We must see about getting you a pair,”’ answered Quick- 
silver. 
— A Wonder Book for Boys and Girls, Hawthorne 


of women’s turn slippers and low-cut foot- 
wear, with a large output also of women’s 
McKays, and welts. It ranks third among the 


boot and shoe cities of the state, the value 
of its product in 1912 being $26,183,090. 


HOWE, Elias 

Born in Spencer, Mass., July 9, 1819; died 
October 3, 1867. 

He invented the sewing machine in 1846, 
an invention which ranks among those of 
greatest benefit to mankind. First used for 
sewing textiles, it was speedily adapted for 
use in shoemaking. 


ry Stands for 
‘eat INVENTION 


Which has made the superiority of present. 
day shoemaking possible. 


Inventive damn and mechanical skill have 
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<< ‘The consumption of shoes mirrors the progress of civilization. 


Show me the shoe you wear and I will tell you the kind of 
man you aré. 
Hope, courage, animation, ambition, are murored in your 
shoes. Our feet feature the facts. 

—; Bikers Hubbard 
found no wider avenue of expression than in 
the shoe manufacturing industry. No less 
than 4,000 patents have been granted in con 
nection with shoe machinery since the es 


tablishment ofthe United States Patent Office. 


3 ek JOYCE, Jose ph L. 
A shoe manufacturer of New Haven, Conn., 
a contemporary and friend of Goodyear and 
McKay, who from 1860 to 1890 obtained 
many patents which advanced the develop. 
ment of shoe machinery and improved the 
art of shoe manufacture. 


goeeg Stands for 

Ke 

$e00g KERTLAND, Philip 
A native of. Buckinghamshire, he was the 
pioneer shoemaker of Lynn, settling there 
in 16 3 5. He gid. his craft to — others 
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Our shoos we sowed with merry notes, 
And by our mirth expeld all mone : 
Like Nightingales, from whose sweet throats, 
Most pleasant tunes are nightly blown ; 
The Gentle Craft is fittest, then, 
For poore, distressed Gentlemen. 
— ot. Hugh's Song, Deloney 


and within a few years Lynn was supplying 
the shoe trade of Boston, becoming “the 
cradle of the industry ”. 


a7 3 Stands for 
$ LEASING SYSTEM 

The leasing system in connection with shoe 
machinery was inaugurated by Gordon Mc 
Kay in 1861 when difficulty was encountered 
in getting manufacturers to purchase out- 
right Lyman R. Blake’s invention for sewing 
uppersand soles. This practice of paying for 
the use of machines in shoe manufacture, by 
which the mauufacturer was enabled to use 
his capital in other directions, because of its 
value and advantages quickly became an es’ 
tablished and permanent feature of the shoe 
manufacturing business, and is so recognized 
by shoe manufacturers. 
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A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 


‘Caapiit Ss sons 
Have from uncounted time, with ale and buns, 
Cherished the gift of song, which sorrow quells ; 
And, working single in their low-built cells, 
Oft cheat the tedium of a winter's night 
With anthems. 

— Album Verses, Charles Lamb 


i 3 


LEATHER 


The skin of an animal, or some part of such 
skin, tanned, tawed or otherwise dressed for 
use ; the material most commonly used for 
making boots and shoes. 


LYNN, Massachusetts 


The leading shoe city of the world, with 
over 100 boot and shoe manufactories. Lynn 
is specially famous for its shoes for women, 
the product of its factories being worn in 
every country. For nearly three centuries 
shoes have been made there. The valueof the 
City’s output in 1912 was $35,511,992. 


aM: Stands for 
4 ¢ MACHINERY 


SSSSe 
Prior to 1850 practically every shoemaking 
process was a hand process. With as » ad- 
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A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 13 


You cannot pitt the same shoe on every foot. 
— Publius Syrus, Maxim 596 


vent of shoe machinery the methods of cen 
turies rapidly changed. To-day a machine 
performs each of the early processes with 
greater accuracy, rapidity, and economy. In 
no other industry has the introduction of 
machinery been more complete or more rev 
volutionary. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


A Commonwealth which leads the nation 
in the shoe industry, there being produced 
within her borders over 47% of all the boots 
and shoes made in the United States. 
Statistics for 1912 give the value of the Mas 
sachusetts product as over $209,000,000 ; 
wages paid, over $49,000,000 ; wage earners 
employed, 81,000; number of shoemaking 
establishments, 500. 
In Massachusetts the shoemaking industry 
of the country was born, nurtured through 
a perilous youth, and raised to a sturdy and 
compelling manhood. 
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PA I4 A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 
a Let not a shoemaker judge above his shoe. | 


— Pliny the Elder 


MATHIES, Robert 


He invented in 1862, under Gordon Mc 
Kay’s supervision, an addition to the McKay 
sewing machine which made it possible to 
sew around the toe and heel of a shoe. 
This established the permanent success of 
the McKay machine. 


MATZELIGER, Jan Ernest 


‘Born at Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana, 1852; 
‘died at Lynn, 18809. 

He invented the hand-method lasting mav 
chine in 1883 and the principle of his ma- 
chine has remained during all its subsequent 
development. The idea that machinery could 
ever do the work of hand lasters was always 
ridiculed, but Matzeliger solved the problem 
in spite of opposition, contumely, and ill 
health. 


McKAY, Gordon 
Born at Pittsfield, Mass., 1820; died, 1906. 
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Enclosed within this narrow stall, 
Lies one who was a friend to aw ; 
He saved bad sou/s from getting worse, 
But d—n’'d his own without remorse ; 
And tho’ a drunken life he pass’d, 
Yet saved bis soul by mending at the last ! 
— Epitaph, On a Drunken Cobbler 


He was a capitalist and manufacturer, who 
financed and improved Lyman R. Blake’s 
invention for sewing uppers and soles to 
gether, since known as the McKay sewing 
machine. It was introduced in 1862. This 
machine marked, more than any other, the 
beginning of the peaceful revolution in the 
manufacture of shoes due to the gradual 
supplanting of hand labor by machinery. 
Col. McKay employed many inventors and 
through him were perfected many other 
machines besides Blake’s. 


€22@22 Stands for 
@Ne 


geees NEW ENGLAND 
The northeasterly section of the United 


} 


States. With less than 2% of the country’s 
area and less than 8% of the total population, 
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New England manufactures more than 57%, 
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16 A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 


Never part with ol shoes till they part from you ; 
Let your new ones be always well tried ; 
Old shoes and old friends are far better than new, 
And, trust me, more worthy of pride. 
— Easy Rhymes and Simple Poems, Mrs. Follen 


of the boots and shoes made in the United 
States. 


NICHOLS, John Brooks 


A Lynn shoemaker, he adapted about the 
year 1851 the Howe sewing machine to sew 
the uppers of shoes, the first important step 
in the application of machinery to shoemak- 
ing. The first machine was introduced in 
Lynn in 1852 by John Wooldredge. 


$423 Stands for 
¢O 


€.c6f OPPORTUNITY 


It is said that Opportunity knocks but once. 
Far from it. It is knocking every day; the 
trouble is, folks aren’t listening. Although 
over a million pairs of shoes are made in the 
United States daily, statistics show that each 
day 21,068 more pairsare needed than the day 
before. This demand will never decrease, 
and must be met. The _— on shoes 
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Look at these here boots—eleven pair o° boots; and one 
shoe as b’longs to number six, with the wooden leg... . 
There ’s a pair of Hessians in thirteen, there's two pair of 
halves in the commercial, there’s these here painted tops in 
the snuggery inside the bar, and five more tops in the coffee- 
room. . Yes; there’s a pair of Vellington’s a good deal 
vorn, and a pair o’ lady’s shoes, in number five. 

— The Pickwick Papers, Dickens 


RIK ARAR 


is startling, and there is opportunity for busi 
ness success in shoe manufacturing. 

eeeXE Stands for 

*  f PULLING-OVER MACHINE 
This is the machine with almost human fin- 
gers which centers and pulls the upper down 
over the last and fastens it with tacks, thus 
securing it temporarily in position for last- 
ing. It is the acme of shoe machinery in 
tricacy and accuracy, and years of study and 
over $1,000,000 were spent on its develop’ 
ment. In connection with auxiliary ma 
chines it is used in the manufacture of shoes 
of all kinds and grades. 


RERERE 


. Qi Stands for 
* 
yxxxex QUALITY 


The pany a Serna shoes is the 
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I 8 A PeibiER OF BOOTS AND : SHOES 
a This day is called the feast of Crispian ; 


He that outlives this day and comes safe home 
Will stand a-tiptoe when this day is named, 
And rouse him at the name of Crispian. 
He that shall live this day and see old age 
Will yearly on the vigil feast his friends, 
And say, To-morrow is St. Crispian. 

— Henry F., Shakespeare 


" 


| 
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best in the world. This is demonstrated in 
material, workmanship, style, and finish. 
The quality of American shoe machinery 
also is unequalled. 


zR R $ Stands for 

So o0f ROLLING MACHINE 
A machine for rolling sole leather under 
pressure was the first to be widely used in 
shoemaking. It enabled a man to do in a 
minute what would require half an hour’s 
hard work with lapstone and hammer, and 


was introduced about 1845. 
$"C's Stands for 
See0eo SAINT CRISPIN 


He and his brother Crispianus are the patron 
saints of shoemakers the world over. There 
are a iat conflicting legends about them, 
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ror put 
My clouted brogues from off my feet. 
— Shakespeare 


their life, death, and burial place. Born in 
Rome in the third century, they traveled in 
Italy, Gaul and Britain, finally settling in 
Soissons. They preached Christianity by day 
and supported themselves by making shoes 
at night, becoming famous for piety and be- 
nevolence. An angel is said to have kept 
them supplied with leather. They suffered 
martyrdom by order of Maximinus on Octov 
ber 25, A.D. 287, according to tradition, and 
October 25 is St. Crispin’s Day. Whatever in 
truth their lives may have been, they inv 
pressed themselves upon succeeding genera’ 
tions, gave a saint to the Gentle Craft, and 
several cities claim to possess their bones, or 
some of them. Their followers are legion. 


SANDAL 

The primitive shoe, consisting of a sole 
strapped to the foot, protecting its lower 
surface but not its upper. On the walls of 
Thebes have been found paintings repre’ 
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as Your ladyship is nearer to heaven than when I saw you last, 
by the altitude of a chopine. 
— Hamlet, Shakespeare 


es i 


senting Egyptian sandal-makers of 1495 B.c. 
making these ancient foot-coverings. The 
sandals of old were articles of refinement as 
well as utility, for in The Song of Songs, 
W hich Is Solomon’s are these words: “ How 


beautiful are thy feet in sandals, O prince’s 


|» 


daughter ! 
SHOE 
A covering for the human foot ; usually made 
of leather, having a thick and somewhat stiff 
sole and a lighter top. It differs from a boot 
in not extending so far up the leg. 
4" Stands for 

* 
= TROWBRIDGE, William F. 
At Feltonville, Mass., now a part of Marlbor- 
ough, about the year 1855 he first applied 
horse-power to the machines then 1n use, 
which was followed within a few years by the 


introduction of steam or water power in all 
shoe factories. 
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To one commending an orator for his skill in amplifying petty 

matters, Agesilaus said, ‘*I do not think that shoemaker a 

good workman that makes a great shoe for a little foot’’. 
— Plutarch 
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S173 Stands for 
Seees UNITED SHOE MACHINERY 
COMPANY 


During the last twenty years the growth of 
the boot and shoe industry has been phe- 
nomenal, due to standardization and co- 
operation, the greatest change from former 
conditions being in regard to shoe machin- 
ery. Today manufacturers, large or small, 
can obtain machinery on equitable terms, 
with special privilege to none. Machinery 
is the only item in the cost of a shoe which 
is not higher than when the United Shoe 
Machinery Company was formed in 1899. 
Through its wonderful products and far- 
reaching expert service, the United Shoe 
Machinery Company lowers the cost of 
manufacture, simplifies the problems and 
facilitates the business of every shoe manu- 

cturer and retailer, and helps to bring the 


a ‘a : i oe al —_. y 
ad a4 . 8 af ia ra oa) 28 te at a iy f a 


Ras — 


bX ERLE INKL LE LR LL ELE ELE LEE LS Fe 


Harvard University - Collection Development Department. Widener Library. HCL / 2038564.xml 


22 A PRIMER OF BOOTS AND SHOES 


Old friends are best. King James used to call for his old 
shoes ; they were easiest for his feet. 
— Fohn Selden 


best shoes within the reach of the people, 
—with the public the ultimate gainer. 


S8eGee 7 
The part of a boot or shoe above the sole and 
welt and in front ofthe ankle seam. An upper. 


Ye 
Ys 
” 
” 
” 
a Ws Stands for : 
& 
® eee? WELFARE WORK 
Nowhere has intensive cooperation be~ Ye 
tween employers and employed, for the 
purpose of insuring the highest industrial 
efficiency in the group and securing for the ” 
individual the best of living and recrea/ Ns 
tional conditions, been demonstrated more 
successfully than at the plant of the United nM 
Shoe Machinery Company at Beverly. The ‘ 
measures adopted at Beverly for industrial \ 
betterment have established a recognized ‘" 
Na 
ee 


standard. 
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And there, in the seilen weather, 
He stitched and hammered and sung; 
In the brook he moistened his leather, 
In the pewter mug his tongue. 
— Cobbler Keezar’s Vision, Whittier 


WHITTIER, John Greenleaf 


The Quaker poet of New England, a shoe~ 
maker in his youth. He praised the gentle 
craft in a “ Ballad to Shoemakers,” and wrote 
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ae also “Cobbler Keezar’s Vision ”. 
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a WILSON, Henry 
a 
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Born February 16, 1812; died November 
22, 1875: 

Eighteenth vice-president of the United 
States, whose original name was Jeremiah 
Jones Colbath. He was known as “The 
Natick Cobbler” and was always proud of 
his early days at the shoemaker’s bench. 


% g%°%% Stands for 

e X@ 
a geeee2 X-PEDITE 
a The name of a machine for finishing and 
34 polishing heels in general use by manufac- 
: turers of _ better ‘oa of footwear. 
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Old frends are best. King James used to call for his old 
shoes ; they were easiest for his feet. 
— ‘Fohn Selden 


best shoes within the reach of the people, 
— with the public the ultimate gainer. 


yy 3 Stands for 
eeeea VAMP 

The part of a boot or shoe above the sole and 
welt and in front ofthe ankle seam. An upper. 
enn, e Stands for 
® eee? WELFARE WORK 
Nowhere has intensive co-operation be- 
tween employers and employed, for the 
purpose of insuring the highest industrial 
efficiency in the group and securing for the 
individual the best of living and recreay 
tional conditions, been demonstrated more 
successfully than at the plant of the United 
Shoe Machinery Company at Beverly. The 
measures adopted at Beverly for industrial 
betterment have established a recognized 
standard. 
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And there, in the golden weather, 
He stitched and hammered and sung; 
In the brook he moistened his leather, 
In the pewter mug his tongue. 
— Cobbler Keezar’s Piston, Whittier 


WHITTIER, John Greenleaf 


The Quaker poet of New England, a shoe- 
maker in his youth. He praised the gentle 
craft in a “‘ Ballad to Shoemakers,” and wrote 
also “Cobbler Keezar’s Vision ”’. 


WILSON, Henry 

Born February 16, 1812; died November 
22, 1875. 

Eighteenth vice-president of the United 
States, whose original name was Jeremiah 
Jones Colbath. He was known as “The 
Natick Cobbler” and was always proud of 
his early days at the shoemaker’s bench. 


oeees Stands for 

Xe 

soeee X-PEDITE 

The name of a machine for finishing and 
polishing heels in general use by manufac 
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turers of the better grades of footwear. 
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There was an old woman who lived in a shoe, 
She had so many children she didn't know what to do; 
She gave them some broth without any bread, 
She whipped them all soundly and put them to bed. 
— Mother Goose 


SRELEL 


= 


e*e** Stands for 

t xat YANKEE 

A nickname for a native or citizen of New 
England, especially one descended from old 
New England stock —the stock from which 
many a shoemaker sprang. And Yankee 
mechanical skill and inventive genius have 


been especially noticeable in the develop. 
ment of shoe machinery. 

ie Stands for 

ck ZUYDER ZEE 

A bay on the coast of Holland, the land of 
windmills and wooden shoes. 


Printed at The Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1914 
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